northeast of the previously known distribution of this species. Our finding reinforces the importance of conserving that area and indicates the necessity of additional inventories of the local fauna, especially in areas of Carrasco and Cerrado vegetation poorly sampled in Ceará. Stenocercus squarrosus, distribution, Ceará, Carrasco, Cerrado Lizards of the genus Stenocercus Duméril and Bibron, 1837 are widely distributed in South America (Torres-Carvajal et al., 2006) . The genera comprises 61 species that occur at elevations between 0 -4000m in the Andes and adjacent lowland areas, from northern Venezuela and Colombia to central Argentina, with some species being found in the Atlantic lowlands between southern Brazil and central Argentina, and in Northeastern Brazil (Torres-Carvajal, 2007) .
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Stenocercus squarrosus was recently described from the southern region of the Serra das Confusões National Park (09°13'S and 43°29'W), Piauí State, Brazil, an ecotonal area between cerrado and caatinga vegetation types (Nogueira and Rodrigues, 2006) . This species is unique among all other congenerics except S. dumerilii (Steindachner, 1867), S. quinarius Nogueira and Rodrigues, 2006, and S. tricristatus (Duméril, 1851) by having a pyramidal head, as well as enlarged, dorsally-projected posterior supraciliaries. Stenocercus squarrosus differs these other species by the combination of the following characteristics: presence of a short tail 0.8-0.9 times the Snout-Vent Length (SVL), presence of proeminent vertebral, paravertebral, and lateral crests, and 46-53 midbody scales (Nogueira and Rodrigues, 2006; Torres-Carvajal, 2007) .
A specimen of S. squarrosus (Figure 1 ) was collected while it was foraging near a cassava crop (Manihot esculenta) manually by a local resident, Jefferson Luis Gonçalves, on the morning of February 17, 2008, in the Serra de São Gonçalo mountain range (07°10'S and 39°51'W; elevation ~791 m), inside the boundaries of the Chapada do Araripe Environmental Protection Area (APA), in the municipality of Santana do Cariri, Ceará State, Northeastern Brazil. The area consists of a mosaic of phytophysiognomies of carrasco, cerrado, and caatinga vegetation, with extensive and secondary forests. The specimen was fixed in 10% formalin, conserved in 70% ethanol (Aurichio and Salmão, 2002) , measuremented in mm, and deposited in the herpetological collection of the Universidade Regional do Cariri/ URCA (LZ-URCA 459).
This specimen had the following morphometric and meristic characteristics: adult male 78.9 SVL, 65.1 tail length, 16.8 head width, 20.5 head length, 14.3 head height, 33.3 arm length, 41.1 leg length, 48 scales around midbody, 27 transverse ventral rows, 13 dorsal rows, eight lateral rows, 25 scales in vertebral crest, 18 lamellae in the 4th toe, 14 lamellae in the 4th finger, 43 longitudinal caudal rows, five internasal scales, keeled scales on the top of the head, an enlarged, prominent, pointed scale immediately posterior to the supraciliaries, gulars and ventrals distinctly keeled, mite pockets absent, dorsal coloration uniform, four narrow transverse dark brown dorsal bands, with a distinctive dark blotch above insertion of forelimbs, and a faint vertical dark band across the eyes, two dark brown bands on the posterior limbs, and dark coloration on the elbows. This is the first record of S. squarrosus for Ceará State and it represents a significant range extension, ca. 460km (airline) northeast of previously known range only from its type locality (Nogueira and Rodrigues, 2006) . The discovery of this species in the Chapada do Araripe Environmental Protection Area reinforces the importance of this conservation area, and indicates the need for additional studies in the region.
Distribution extension of Stenocercus squarrosus FIGURE 1: General view (A), and lateral (B) and dorsal (C) details of the head of a male specimen of S. squarrosus (LZ-URCA 459) from Chapada do araripe Environmental Protection Area, Ceará, Brazil.
